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Transition in 
the IEP

Additional Reading

NTACT Indicator 13 Checklist
NTACT’s purpose is to assist State Education Agencies, Local Education Agencies, State 
VR agencies, and VR service providers in implementing evidence-based and promising 
practices ensuring students with disabilities, including those with significant disabilities, 
graduate prepared for success in postsecondary education and employment. Check out 
their transition planning page for information on writing postsecondary goals, including 
multiple case studies outlining examples of goals in education/training, employment, and 
independent living. Above is a link to the Indicator 13 checklist on the website. Review 
your transition plan against the checklist to ensure you are meeting IDEA and state 
requirements.

NTACT Indicator 13 FAQs
NTACT spearheads best practices and compliance related to the Indicator 13 Audit. This 
document includes frequently asked questions with answers to each question.

Tennessee Diploma Pathways
Tennessee has four different diploma pathways that students are able to pursue. They are 
the regular high school diploma, special education diploma, occupational diploma, and 
alternate academic diploma. Learn more about the requirements and implications of each 
of them, in addition to the option of earning multiple diplomas here.

Occupational Diploma FAQs
The occupational diploma is one of four diploma pathways available for students in the 
state of Tennessee. Review frequently asked questions about the occupational diploma 
here.

Alternate Academic Diploma FAQs
The alternate academic diploma is one of four diploma pathways available for students in 
the state of Tennessee. Review frequently asked questions about the alternate academic 
diploma here.

Occupational Diploma SKEMA
If a student is going to complete the occupational diploma, they must complete two years of work 
experience and show mastery on all four required skills and eight out of ten critical skills on the 
SKEMA. The SKEMA is the Skills, Knowledge, and Experience Mastery Assessment. At this link is a 
copy of the SKEMA.

https://transitionta.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/NSTTAC_ChecklistFormB.pdf
https://transitionta.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/NTACT-I-13-FAQ-Update.2018.pdf 
https://transitiontn.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/PSE_Diploma-Pathways_04-16-20_FINAL.pdf
https://transitiontn.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Occupational_Diploma_FAQs.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/special-education/transition/sec_trans_alt_academic_diploma_faq.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/special-education/transition/sped_transition_skema.pdf
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Course Code FAQs
Course of Study is required on the IEP and Tennessee has a specific course code system 
that teachers must use. At this link are frequently asked questions about course codes, 
what to do if your school does not offer all courses that the alternate academic diploma 
requires, and planning pages for if your student wants to pursue the alternate academic 
diploma.

Tennessee Works

Tennessee Works is a statewide partnership of agencies and organizations committed to 
increasing employment outcomes for young people with disabilities. Check out their tran-
sition planning page for specific examples of postsecondary goals and other information 
related to developing a transition plan.

WrightsLaw

Parents, educators, advocates, and attorneys come to Wrightslaw for accurate, reliable in-
formation about special education law, education law, and advocacy for children with dis-
abilities. Their website includes a variety of information related to transition planning.

Zarrow Institute on Transition and Self-Determination

The Zarrow Institute on Transition and Self-Determination facilitates successful secondary 
and postsecondary educational, vocational and personal outcomes for students and adults 
with disabilities. Zarrow faculty, staff, and students do this through self-determination-ori-
ented evaluation, research, development, transition education instruction, and dissemina-
tion of best educational and support practices.

O*Net Online

O*Net Online is a great tool for career exploration and job analysis! The website has de-
tailed descriptions of the world of work for use by job seekers, workforce development and 
HR professionals, students, researchers, and more.
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